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bottom of tlie steps leading up to the throne, with the sack beside him. How his heart did beat as he waited for what the king would say! It seemed a f very long time before Prasnajit spoke, though it was only two or three minutes; and when he did, this is what he said, " Go back to your home now, and be a thief no more."
Very, very thankfully the man obeyed, scarcely able to believe that he was free to go and that he was not to be terribly punished. Never again in the rest of his life did he take what did not belong to him, and he was never tired of telling his children and his friends of the goodness of the king who had forgiven him.
21.  Do you think it would have been better for the thief to have been punished ?
22,  What lesson did the thief learn from what had happened tohim?
CHAPTEE XII.
THE Brahman, who had spent the time of waiting in prayers that his treasure should be given back to him, and was still determined that, if it w$re not, lie would starve himself to death, was fall of delight when he heard that it had been found. He hastened to the palace,,and was taken before the king, who said to him: " There is your treasure. Take it away, and make a better use of it than before. If you lose it again, I shaill not try to recover it for you.". The Brahman, glad as he was to have his money